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POTAMILUS CAPAX (GREEN, 1B32)
Plain Pockethook

SYNONYMY:

Lampsilis gapax (Creen, 1832). {Simpson, 1914:47)
Proptera capax (Creen, 1832). ~ (Frierson, 1927:87) (F.C. Baker, 1928:
CLASSIFICATION:

Family Unionidae (Fleming, 1828) Ortmann, 1911.
Subfamily Lampsilinae (von 1hering, 1901) Ortmann, 1910,
Genus Potamilus  Rafinesque, 1818,

CHARACTERISTICS: Shell medium to large, obovate, greatly Intflated,
subsolid; umbos cxtvemely full, high, sculpturve very finely duub1e~
looped; 5urfdce of disc uithnut sculpture, periostracum lipht
gray-green to yellow to smoky olive brown, rayless: hivge sinuous,
cardinal teeth lamellate, long, dorsal Laxdinal of right valve much
longer than ventral cardinal, lateral teeth thin, curved, fairly
short; nacre white.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Lampsitis ventricosa (Barnes, 1823) unbonal sculpture
coarse concentrlc ridges; perlostracum yellow or yellowish grecn to
brown, usually rayed, rays often striliing, green; hinge simply
curved, not sinuous, dorsal cardinal tooeh of right valve msuch
smaller than ventral cardinal.

RANGE: At least up until Simpson's time (1914:47), P. capax existed in rhe:

"Lower Ohio River drainage; southwest to St. Francis
River, Arkansas; north tu castern fowa; Elkhorn and
Blue River, Nebraska? (Auphey) . ™

RANCE IN OHIO: The only in-state records for this species include Sterki's
(1907:388) "Ohio River" record and various other collectors' non-
committal YOhio". Recent records indicate that the orly known Ohio
River tributary that supports thib species Is the Wabash River in
Todiana and 1llinois

HABITAT: F.C. Baker (1928: 50) noted that the Labitat of P P. capux is
“Injot well recorded. In Mississippi found on a mud bottiom.”
Parmulee (1967:83) also commnented on the habituc:

“IP. capax] is a large river species. . . This mussel
has been raken on both a sand and mud bottom, in flowing
water, and at depths of only a few inches to 8. fect or
more.,"
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